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COOLS SWIM SCHOOL – 1 FRANCES ST TWEED HEADS NSW
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COOLS SWIM SCHOOL
Risk Assessment

For

(COOLANGATTA STATE SCHOOL)

School Swimming Lessons



School Swimming

	Source of Hazard
	Persons Affected & Number
	Control measures in place
	High Risk
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk
	Further action required, by whom, timescale or reference to other assessments plus information



	Pool Design

i.e. Blind spots
	
	· Competent & trained staff. 

· Qualification renewed every 2 years. 

· Ongoing staff training. 

· .
	
	
	LOW
	Swim Teachers will ensure all children are within sight throughout lesson.

	Pool Surround
	
	· Non slip floor surfaces. 

· Effective cleaning schedules & inspections. 

· Checked on a daily basis by owner
· The poolside should be washed down every night to clear any residual chlorine from the floors to ensure the longevity of the pool surround.
	
	
	LOW
	NB. If the pool surround is slippery, non-slip matting is available that can be laid over the existing floor.

	Insufficient lighting


	
	· Regular maintenance program in operation.

· If the bottom of the pool cannot be seen then no-one is allowed to swim.
	
	
	LOW
	

	Environment

i.e. humidity / temperature
	
	· Air handling systems in place.

· Humidity and temperature checks taken on daily basis. 

· Suitable and sufficient lighting 
	
	
	LOW
	NB That change in weather will result a change in the environment of an indoor pool as well as outdoor pool.



	Pool inlets and Outlets
	
	· Inlets and outlets of the pool circulation system should have suitable covers to prevent limbs and fingers getting trapped. 

· Undue suction should not be created which could result in a body being held against a grille. 

· There should be no exposed sharp edges. 
	
	
	LOW
	Size of apertures do not exceed 8mm 

	Pool Access ladders
	
	· Regular inspections of the steps to ensure that there are no sharp edges or damaged steps. 

· Inspections are recorded.


	
	
	LOW
	

	Disabled access
	
	· Disabled Toilet and shower facility available on site 
	
	
	LOW


	

	Unauthorised access
	
	· Pool secured when not in use. 

· Fencing is in good condition and locks are fit for purpose. 

· Owner checks pool area as part of opening and closing procedures.
	
	
	LOW
	

	Water Quality
	
	· Owner has NSW Pool Plant Operators certificate.

· Effective water quality control in place. Fully automated system in place
· Pool water tests including chemical levels, clarity and temperature are performed every 4 hours.

· Planned Preventative Maintenance schedule in place. 

· Reactive maintenance schedule is ongoing.


	
	
	LOW
	NB. Automated systems tested a minimum of 3 times a day.

	Deep Water / Shallow Water supervision
	
	· Competent & trained staff.

.

· Water depth signs around the pool.  

.
	
	MEDIUM
	
	

	Diving / Jumping
	
	· No Diving from Deck area – only from in pool platforms as depth is under minimum 1.5 metres.
	
	
	LOW
	

	Level and Quality of Supervision for programmed sessions

Risk of drowning
	
	· Competent / trained staff. 

· Induction & ongoing staff training. 

· Defined in the Normal Pool operating (NOP) procedure. 

· Emergency action plan (EAP) in place.
	
	
	LOW
	

	Swimmers with known medical needs


	
	· Written parental consent must be obtained before pupils can take part.

· Pupils must be supervised carefully and by a responsible adult. This may require additional staff to aid in supervision.
	HIGH 
	
	
	NB. Pupils with epilepsy require careful observation, as shimmering water or flickering lights may trigger a seizure.



	Missing Children


	
	· A register / headcount should be recorded prior to and after the swimming session to ensure all children are accounted for. 

· Implementing the “buddy” system is also recommended.


	
	
	LOW
	NB. This is a higher risk if you are swimming off site.

Some may wish to perform a headcount during the swimming sessions.

	
	
	· All teachers Police checks. 


	
	
	LOW
	Submitted to school.

	First aid Provision
	
	· Adequate levels of trained first aiders on site. 

· A fully stocked 1st aid kit is easily accessible. 

· Face shields available on request from staff for resuscitation. 

· Communication network in place. 


	
	
	LOW
	NB. Only staff that has received training in the correct use of a face shield should use it.

	Rescue Equipment


	
	· Suitable and sufficient rescue equipment. 

· This includes Throw bag, reach pole .face shield, first aid kit, blankets etc. 

· Staffs are trained and competent in its use.
	
	
	LOW
	

	Pool Equipment


	
	Floats and other equipment in good condition. 

· Equipment to be checked prior to lessons. 

· The equipment stored in a safe and dry location. 
	
	
	LOW
	

	Changing facilities
	
	· Separate changing facilities for girls and boys.

 Disabled changing facilities.
	
	
	LOW
	NB. Teachers to monitor outside of change rooms whilst students in change rooms.

	Hygiene
	
	· Pupils should be encouraged to perform the recommended hygiene procedures before entering the water.
	
	
	LOW
	Use of Toilets prior to lesson – preferably at school.

	Clubs / private hire / lettings
	
	· Hirers must provide minimum of $10 million cover for public liability or certificate of Insurance from NSW Education.
. 

· Hirers must adhere to instructions form the swim school regarding rules and regulations. 

.
	
	
	LOW
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